Difference between Smart and Intelligent 


Words like "smart" and "intelligent" describe a person's actions. Many people use "smart" 
interchangeably with "intelligent," yet the two are not the same. When comparing intellect and 
smarts, the critical difference between these two is in the learning process. While intelligence is 
innate, smartness can be developed via exposure to new information and practice. Hence, while 


intelligence is innate, acquiring a high level of IQ requires work. 


Being "Smart": 


The word "Smart" is used to describe intelligence. Being smart involves thinking logically, 


following directions, making judgments, solving issues, using imagination, and learning quickly. 


An intelligent individual with a high IQ and smart people can learn and adjust quickly. Sarcasm 


is smart, and a smart individual is witty, sarcastic, or sardonic in discourse. 


Other smart things include memorizing numbers or solving algebra equations. Smart is used to 
describe appearances. "She is smart" or "You look smart today" are common phrases. The person 
looks good and is dressed appropriately. Here in these examples, the word smart does not 


indicate intelligence. 


Being "Intelligent": 


Intelligence is a person's ability to study, reason, problem-solve, be creative, plan, think 
abstractly, and judge. Thinking and acting are intelligence, and there are many methods to 


measure it. Adaptability is also a sign of intelligence. 


Parents pass on intelligence as our genetics cause it. You don't need to work hard to be smart. 
Instead, studying and using knowledge can boost intellect. Yet, intelligence alone does not 
complete a person's personality. Being smart, clever, intellectual, or caustic doesn't require 
intelligence. Only efficient knowledge acquisition is meant. Intelligence is not the ability to use 


knowledge in real-world situations. 


What is the difference between the two terms? 


The ability to think swiftly, move decisively, and come up with the best answer feasible in given 
scenarios is frequently seen as the dividing line between intelligent and smart people. The ability 
to seize advantages that others miss is a hallmark of intelligence. The ability to grasp abstract 


ideas and act accordingly is typically what people mean when talking about intelligence. 


Intelligence is the capacity for high-level mental processing, learning, and problem-solving. 


Being smart is making good use of that knowledge in a timely manner. The capacity to put one's 


knowledge into practice is the actual difference between being smart and being intelligent. It's 
crucial to have both brains and street smarts. Smartness, on the other hand, is more valued in the 


real world than intellect is in the classroom. 


